State of Gf-aul                        199
mans, still rovmg and migratory, were throwing covetous eyes out of their forests on the fields and vineyards of their neighbors, and enormous numbers of them were ciossing the Rhine and Danube, looking for new homes How feeble a bainer eithei the Alps, or the Gauls themselves, might piove against such invaders, had been but too lecently experienced Men who were of middle age at the time of Csesai 's consulship, could still lemember the terrois which had been caused by the invasion of the Cimbri and Teutons Harms had saved Italy then from destruction, as it were, by the hair of its head The annihilation of those hordes had given Rome a passing respite But fresh geneiations had grown up Fiesh multitudes weie streaming out of the North Germans in hundieds of thousands were again passing the Uppei Rhine, looting themselves in Burgundy, and coming in collision with tubes which Rome protected There were uneasy movements among the Gauls themselves, whole nations of them bieakmg up from then homes and again aduft upon the woild Gaul and Germany were like a volcano giving signs of appioachmg eiup-tion, and, at any moment and hardly with warning, another lava stream might be pouring down into Venetia and Lombaidy
To deal with this danger was the work marked out for Caesar It is the fashion to say that he sought a military command that he might have an army behind him to ovei throw the constitution If this was his object, ambition never chose a more dangeious or less piomismg route for himself Men of genius who accomplish great things in this world do not trouble themselves with remote and visionary aims They encounter emergencies as they rise, and leave